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In This Issue:

The Whitesboro Central School 
District continues to make emergency 
preparedness a top priority, as the 
District held its second Emergency 
Responder Team Meeting of the school 
year on Sept. 24.

Held at the Parkway school building, the 
purpose of the meeting was for District 
administrators and local first responders 
to work through potential emergency 
scenarios in order to plan and prepare 
for a variety of situations. Local police 
officers, firefighters, EMS personnel and 
officials from Oneida County Emergency Services were in attendance, along with District and school 
building administration. 

During the meeting, those in attendance worked through a tabletop exercise that was crafted to get a 
better understanding of the actions that would be taken by District staff and local responding agencies 
in the event of a vehicle accident/chemical spill near the school buildings. Attendees were given details 
about possible scenarios, including aerial maps of the scene of the incident. Time was allowed for 
discussion in small groups before going around the room to discuss as a whole.

A standing goal for the Whitesboro Central School District is to continually improve communication and 
teamwork with each emergency responding agency.

Whitesboro CSD Holds Second Emergency 
Responder Meeting of the School Year

For the complete district 
calendar, schedule of 
upcoming events and 

more district news, please 
visit www.wboro.org.
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2 WHITESBORO CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

SUPERINTENDENT'S MESSAGE

Dear Parents, Guardians and School Community Members:

As you can see in this issue, we have so much taking place in our schools, from academic and 
athletic achievements, to acts of volunteerism and kindness, to continued efforts to partner with 
our school community to both inform and gather feedback for the betterment of our District. 

To that end, our Board of Education and District are in the process of developing a comprehensive 
five-year plan that will encompass all facets of our organization. With our mission and vision as 
guides, we will identify specific goals and actions we will take over the next five years aimed 
at their pursuit. If you are interested in providing feedback and comments, please visit our website, click on Five Year 
Plan under Site Shortcuts, and use the submission form provided. You will be asked to provide contact information in 
the event we need to reach out to you for clarification or discussion on your submission. We hope you will take this 
opportunity to help shape the future of our District.

With the holiday season well upon us, it is very fitting for me to thank each of you for your continued commitment to 
our District and programs. Working together, we will continue to provide the best educational opportunities for our 
students. I wish you a wonderful holiday season and look forward to our continued collaboration in the new year.

Sincerely,

Dr. Brian K. Bellair
Superintendent of Schools

High School Principal Jeff Kuhn Receives Certificate in Advanced 
Education Leadership from Harvard Graduate School of Education
Following the completion of a four-part online program, Whitesboro High School Principal 
Jeff Kuhn has received his Certificate in Advanced Education Leadership (CAEL) from Harvard 
Graduate School of Education (HGSE).

The CAEL program is designed to help current and aspiring pre-K through grade 12 education 
leaders develop a robust understanding of the complexities within educational systems, 
while honing the leadership skills needed to create transformational change, according to the 
certificate description. The program is based upon the Doctor of Education Leadership Program 
at HGSE.

To earn the certificate, participants must complete four 12-week, online modules, which are led 
by HGSE faculty members. The four modules Mr. Kuhn completed include:

- Driving Change
- Leading Learning

- Developing Myself
- Managing Evidence

Congratulations to Mr. Kuhn on receiving your Certificate in Advanced Education Leadership, and thank you for using the skills and 
material you’ve learned to help keep Whitesboro High School, and the District as a whole, an excellent place to learn.  

Please take the time to submit your feedback and 
comments regarding the District’s five-year plan at 

www.wboro.org/5yearplan
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DISTRICT News

Students Learn Safety and Security Procedures to Kick Off New School Year
The start of the 2019-20 school year was an opportunity for a refresher on safety and security procedures for returning students, and a 
chance for new students to learn them for the first time.

Assistant Superintendent for Business Joseph Muller and Assistant Superintendent for Learning and Accountability David Russo held 
safety assemblies at each of the elementary schools during the week of September 9-13. At the middle school campus and the high 
school, students participated in webinar safety presentations.

During the presentations, students and staff were instructed on the various safety and security measures and procedures that the District 
has put in place to ensure their safety.

One major focus was emergency response training in SHELL, which stands for Shelter in Place, Hold in Place, Evacuate, Lockout and 
Lockdown. Students learned what each of those mean, what kind of scenarios they’re used in, and what happens when one of those 
safety responses is initiated. 

Whether it’s a weather event, a medical situation or a security threat, the District is making every effort to ensure that students and staff 
are knowledgeable on the necessary safety and security procedures to keep them safe during those situations. This is the second year that 
every student in the District has received this training.

Marcy Elementary Third Grade Teacher Abbie Sutliff Receives SUNY 
Oneonta  30 Under 30 Award

We would like to congratulate Abbie Sutliff, a third grade teacher at Marcy Elementary 
School, for being recognized as a 30 Under 30 Award recipient by the SUNY Oneonta 
Alumni Association. Miss Sutliff majored in childhood education at SUNY Oneonta and 
she graduated in 2013.

To celebrate SUNY Oneonta’s 130th anniversary, the Alumni Association recognized 
30 of its most notable alumni under the age of 30. According to the college’s website, 
“Award winners were selected based on their exceptional achievement and significant 
contributions to their profession, their community, or the college.” More than 250 
applications were submitted.

On Sept. 6, a celebration was held to honor the 30 award winners and celebrate all who 
were nominated.

Congratulations Miss Sutliff, and thank you for your hard work and dedication to your third grade students!
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HIGH SCHOOL News

Senior Named Commended Student in 2020 National Merit Scholarship Program
Whitesboro High School Principal Jeffrey Kuhn announced on Sept. 17 that Dominick Banasik, a senior, 
has been named a Commended Student in the 2020 National Merit Scholarship Program. A Letter of 
Commendation from the school and National Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC), which conducts the 
program, will be presented by the principal to this scholastically talented senior.

About 34,000 Commended Students throughout the nation are being recognized for their exceptional 
academic promise. Although they will not continue in the 2020 competition for National Merit Scholarship 
awards, Commended Students placed among the top 50,000 scores of more than 1.5 million students who 
entered the 2020 competition by taking the 2018 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test 
(PSAT/NMSQT).

“Those being named Commended Students have demonstrated outstanding potential for academic 
success,” commented a spokesperson for NMSC. “These students represent a valuable national resource; 
recognizing their accomplishments, as well as the key role their schools play in their academic development, is vital to the advancement 
of educational excellence in our nation. We hope that this recognition will help broaden their educational opportunities and encourage 
them as they continue their pursuit of academic success.”

Congratulations, Dominick!

Seniors Win Powder Puff Game, Raise Money for Family of Miabella Esposito
On Oct. 19, the annual Powder Puff Flag Football Game was held at Chiz Frye Field. More than 125 students participated in the game 
between girls in the junior class and girls in the senior class, and the seniors won the game with a score of 35-14.

During the game, donations were collected from students, families and other attendees to benefit the family of Miabella Esposito. 
Miabella is a seventh grade student at Whitesboro Middle School and a member of the Marcy-Deerfield Pop Warner Cheerleading squad. 
In August 2019, a large mass was found on her brain and she was rushed to Albany Medical Center, where she has been under the care 
of a pediatric neurosurgery team and has now undergone three emergency brain surgeries. Miabella is currently in resident inpatient 
therapy at Sunny View Rehabilitation Center in Schenectady. Once she is able to 
come home, she will undergo extensive outpatient therapy and treatments. 
 
Before the game started, senior Cassie Turczyn sang the National Anthem and at the 
conclusion of the game, she also sang Whitesboro’s Alma Mater.
 
The game wouldn’t have been possible without the help of administrators (both 
current and retired), teachers, District staff and other “friends of Whitesboro.” Thank 
you to the following who helped make the Powder Puff Game a success:
 
Coordinators: Kevin Powers, Mike Deuel
Announcer: Corinne Rothdiner
Referees: Kevin Powers, Andrew Massoud, Paul Lyne, Kirk Gerhart
Scoreboard and Clock: Garrett Herthum
Tech: Mike Carney
Concessions: High School Renaissance (Dave Jecko)
Donations: Kim Powers, Wendy Davidson
Chain Gang: Dan Everson, Donna Kirch, Steve Costanza
Senior Coaches: Ben Schoen, Sean Ryan, Andrew Puckey, John Warner
Junior Coaches: Aaron Cirasuolo, Rob Jenne, Frank Allen
Field Set-up/Clean-up: Mike Deuel, Kevin Storsberg and the Building and Grounds Staff
Coin Toss: Mr. Kuhn, Dr. Bellair, Miabella’s grandmother and aunt
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HIGH SCHOOL News

Pep Rally, Homecoming Parade Showcase Whitesboro School Spirit
The Whitesboro Central School District’s annual Blue and White Week came to a 
close on Friday, Oct. 18 with a pep rally held at the high school, followed by a parade 
through the village of Whitesboro that ended at Chiz Frye Field for the homecoming 
football game against the Carthage Comets.

During the pep rally in the high school gym, each of the fall varsity sports teams were 
introduced, the Spirit Day winners were announced and the homecoming court was 
announced as well. The Varsity Cheerleading team performed their halftime routine, 
and then a group of high school students gathered in the center of the gym to 
perform a dance routine they had learned. 

The homecoming parade, which began at St. Paul’s Church on Main Street in 
Whitesboro and ended at Chiz Frye Field, featured students, staff and their families 
from throughout the District. The Whitestown, Whitesboro and Yorkville police 
departments also participated, as well as the Whitesboro, Yorkville, Maynard and New 
York Mills fire departments. 

Thank you to everyone who showed their school spirit and helped make Blue and 
White Week a success once again!

2019 Homecoming Court

Freshman Class  
Jacob Collea & Kylee DeCarr

Sophomore Class 
Griffin Haggas & Angie Cirasuolo

Junior Class 
Noah Scranton & Katie Pedone

Homecoming King 
Zach Britt 

Homecoming Queen  
GiGi Delahunt

Spirit Day Winners

Tuesday (VSCO Girls & Preppy Guys) 
Ryan Cardone & Jenae Ciancaglini

Teacher: Mrs. Williams

Wednesday (Western Wednesday)
Kaiden Steele

Teacher: Mrs. Withers

Thursday (Decade Day) 
Derek Smith

Teachers: Mr. Ryan & Mrs. Pecorarro

Hallway Decorating Contest Winner
Senior Class
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MIDDLE SCHOOL  News

On Oct. 9, students in Mrs. Mattison and Mrs. Butka’s seventh grade science classes at Whitesboro Middle 
School had the opportunity to take a walk to the Sauquoit Creek and perform tests in order to determine 
the health of the creek.

Each of the students were assigned to perform a variety of different tests and work on specific areas of 
the creek. Amy Samuels and Stephanie Johnson from Onondaga Environmental Institute were also on-
hand to observe and help the students with their work.

Students tested for an array of abiotic factors, including the temperature, pH, dissolved oxygen, turbidity 
and water depth. Students also tested for biotic factors by collecting and identifying macro invertebrates. 

The next day, students analyzed all of their data and determined the Sauquoit Creek is in good health.

Science Classes Test Water in Sauquoit Creek

Middle School National Junior Honor Society Inducts 70
Whitesboro Middle School held its annual National Junior Honor Society (NJHS) Induction Ceremony on Oct. 24 in the middle 
school auditorium, and 70 new members were inducted. They included: 

Karina Andronovich 
Natalie Barber 
Alyson Bartolomie 
Matthew Brinck 
Julia Bruno
Carmen Centro 
Noah Clausen 
Alexandra Cook 
Avery Davis 
Allyson DePerno 
Ashley Dillon 
Julia Dzerevenets 
Olivia Dziura 
Haylee Eldred 
Jake Engelhart 
Cooper Faughnen 
Gavin Foley 
Ella George 

Christian Hadlock 
Connor Hahn 
Kaylee Hill 
Emily Horning 
Jordyn Howlett 
Aubrey Hughes 
Leola Johnson 
Emma Kane 
Riley Kohl 
Mackenzie Kubat  
Joseph LaBarbera 
Peyton Lahey 
Cameran Lasky  
Ella Lorraine  
Isabella Majka 
Jenna Malagese 
Maddison Manley 
Sierra Marr 

Sienna Martin  
Grace Maynard  
Kyle Meier 
Matthew Meus  
Luke Miller 
Katherine Mullen 
Sara O’Connor 
Gabriel O’Donnell 
Daniel Obernesser  
Kenna Olejarnik 
Hannah Phillips
Giavanna Pilla  
Julia Potrzeba 
Gabriella Puleo  
Liyah Schneider 
Lucas Scott 
Mackenzie Seeley 
Daniela Servello 

Lauren Sfeir 
Olivia Sheehan 
Angela Sheldon 
Ava Shepardson 
Hannah Smith 
Anjali Sowich 
Tyler Stivali 
Ellana Stucchi 
Vincent Studer 
Jack Towns 
Taryn Vogel 
Emily Weber 
Bradford Webster 
Alysa Wendell
Megan Williams 
Arianna Wrobel 

Congratulations to each of the new NJHS inductees, and thank you to all of the teachers, administrators and parents who have 
supported these students and helped to prepare them for this accomplishment and celebration. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL News

Seventh Grade Technology Students Build, Launch Water Rockets
Seventh grade technology students at Whitesboro Middle School 
were recently tasked with a challenge to design and build their 
own water rockets. 

A water rocket is a type of model rocket that uses water as its 
reaction mass. The water is forced out by a pressurized gas, 
typically compressed air. Like all rocket engines, it operates on 
the principle of Newton’s third law of motion.

The students each had to design their own fins and rocket using 
a plastic bottle. On Oct. 9, students launched their rockets on 
Chiz Frye Field, and the results varied. For example, the rockets 
flew in different directions and traveled different distances. It 
was a fun way for students to put their hard work to use.
 

WUTR Films Westmoreland Road Fifth Graders Reciting Pledge of Allegiance 
On Oct. 10, local TV news station WUTR visited Westmoreland Road Elementary School to film a special segment meant to promote 
patriotism throughout schools.

Fifth grade students at Westmoreland Road Elementary were filmed outside the school as they recited The Pledge of Allegiance and 
held onto a large American flag. As they recited it, a photographer from the news station filmed it from on top of the school’s roof.

This new initiative by WUTR features elementary students in grades kindergarten through fifth grade reciting The Pledge of Allegiance, 
and the segments will be broadcast twice each day on ABC’s Good Morning America. They will air Monday through Friday, between 
7:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m., throughout the school year. 

Thank you to WUTR for choosing Westmoreland Road fifth graders to show off their patriotism!

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL News
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL News

Local Fire Departments Teach Elementary 
Students About Fire Prevention
To celebrate Fire Prevention Week during the week of Oct. 6-12, students at each of the 
elementary schools within the Whitesboro Central School District learned about fire 
prevention on Friday, Oct. 11.

At Hart’s Hill and Westmoreland Road elementary schools, the Whitesboro, Yorkville and New 
York Mills fire departments visited the schools and had their apparatus and equipment on 
display, a smokehouse where students could learn from members of the New York State Office 
of Fire Prevention and Control and practice their escape, and a performance by firefighters 
where students learned about things such as how to stop, drop and roll.

A helicopter from Mercy Flight also landed at Westmoreland Road Elementary during the late 
morning so that students could see the helicopter and learn more about the services that 
Mercy Flight provides.

At Marcy Elementary School, members of Maynard Fire Department visited students with 
their apparatus and equipment. Students got to learn about the gear that a firefighter wears, 
all of the equipment that they would use in the event of a fire or other type of emergency, and 
they learned more about what to do in the event of a fire.

Students at Deerfield Elementary School were bused down the road to the Deerfield Fire 
Department, where firefighters taught the students about what to do if their house ever 
catches fire, how to make a proper call to 911 in case of emergency, and more. Students also 
got to look at the apparatus and equipment on display and practice using a fire hose.

Thank you to all of the local and state agencies that participated in teaching fire prevention to 
the elementary students in our district! 

Deerfield Elementary Holds Annual Halloween Parade
Witches, and Pokémon, and dinosaurs, oh my!

Deerfield Elementary School held its annual Halloween parade on Oct. 24, and students were dressed in costumes that included everything 
from Disney characters, to police officers, to scary clowns, and more. 

Parents and families were invited to attend the parade, which was held in the loop in front of the school. Each class walked the loop twice so that 
students could show of their costumes, and they danced and had fun as music played over the speakers.

It was a fun-filled afternoon of Halloween festivities, and everyone enjoyed seeing the costumes their classmates came up with. 
 
Thank you to all who took time out of their busy afternoons to stop by and watch the parade!
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL News

West. Rd. Elementary Participates in Take Your Parent to PE Week

Para-Athlete Jason Robinson Visits Marcy Elementary
Jason Robinson, a local para-athlete and a student at Westmoreland High School, visited Marcy Elementary School on Sept. 25 to talk to 
students ahead of the J-Rob Foundation Wheelchair Basketball Game.

Robinson was born with a rare congenital spinal disorder. He has a love of sports and running and is a member of the Track and Field Team 
at Westmoreland High School, and he competes in races such as the Boilermaker 15K.

During his visit, Robinson talked to students about the importance of treating everyone 
with kindness and respect, despite any differences that they might have. He explained that 
when he was younger, he experienced a situation where he was made fun of because of his 
differences, but he didn’t let it stop him from continuing to be himself and treating others 
with kindness. He also learned the importance of forgiveness and became friends with the 
person who previously gave him a hard time.

Robinson also spoke to students about how they can accomplish anything that they put 
their minds to, something that he learned through first-hand experience when he began 
competing in races. 

In 2012, Robinson’s fourth grade classmates raised money to help him buy his own racing 
wheelchair so that he could compete in his first Boilermaker 15K. The following year, his 
family founded the J-Rob Foundation as a way to pay it forward and raise funds to provide 
adaptive sporting equipment to other children in need.

On Oct. 29, the J-Rob Foundation Wheelchair Basketball Game, sponsored by Marcy PTO, was 
held at Whitesboro High School. The game was a tie with a final score of 70-70. The Wheelin’ 
Warriors team, made up of Whitesboro staff and Marcy student players, played against Jason 
Robinson and the Sitrin Stars. All of the funds raised were donated to the J-Rob Foundation. 

Thank you to Jason Robinson for taking the time to visit Marcy Elementary!

During the week of Sept. 23-27, Westmoreland 
Road Elementary School participated in 
Active Schools’ third annual Take Your Parent 
to PE Week. 

The week-long campaign was an opportunity 
to introduce parents and guardians to their 
child’s physical education program, and 
encourage them to be engaged throughout 
the year and be physically active together at 
home and in the community.

Schools who registered to participate in Take 

Your Parent to PE Week also became eligible 
to win 67 prizes worth more than $40,000.

During the PE classes at West. Rd., parents and 
guardians observed the students warming up 
at the beginning of class, then participated 
and helped count the students’ repetitions 
in a timed exercise. A total of 114 parents 
attended PE classes throughout the week.

“Every kid had fun and it is amazing to see 
what PE is all about and what our kids do,” one 
parent said when asked what they enjoyed 

most about the class.

Another parent said they enjoyed “how 
wonderful the coaches were with the kids 
and the exercises they are doing with them,” 
and they said they loved how the coaches 
are teaching students about proper form and 
being fit.

Thank you to everyone who participated in 
Take Your Parent to PE Week!
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL News

Motivational Singer, Songwriter Jared Campbell Performs at Elementary Schools
Jared Campbell, an award-winning singer and songwriter from upstate New York, performed at each of the elementary schools within the 
Whitesboro Central School District on Oct. 8-9. He previously performed at the elementary schools back in 2017.

Campbell’s elementary program is split into two performances: a 30-minute show for students in grades K-2, and a 40-minute show for 
students in grades 3-5. Each of the performances is targeted for the specific age group, and Campbell speaks and sings about messages 
such as responsibility, respect and anti-bullying. He mixes humor and real-life experiences from himself and from students that he has met 
in his travels, and his stories help teach students how to respect their peers and take responsibility for their own actions.

Some of the songs that Campbell performed included “I Am Responsible For Me,” “Make History,” and the usual favorite among students, 
“The Superhero Song.”

The District would like to thank Jared Campbell for taking the time to perform for our students and help spread his positive messages!

Hart’s Hill Elementary Raises Funds and Awareness to Help Fight Childhood Cancer
In honor of Childhood Cancer Awareness Month, which is held each year in September, 
Hart’s Hill Elementary School helped raise awareness about childhood cancer and raised 
money to help children who are battling the disease.

A combined total of $2,000 was raised for St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital and the 
Whip Pediatric Cancer program, which supports the Sloan Kettering Pediatric Cancer Center.

The school community also participated in the annual St. Jude Walk/Run at Whitesboro 
High School on Sept. 14, and students and staff participated in a Mini-Walk held at the 
school on Sept. 13. The theme for the walk was Kids Helping Kids, and students and staff 
were encouraged to dress as superheroes for the day.

During the Mini-Walk, classes walked around the bike loop behind the school and showed 
off their superhero costumes, because they’re “super kids” for helping other children in need.

Thank you to everyone who donated and helped make this fundraiser a success!
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ATHLETICS

Girls Varsity Soccer Team Holds Teacher Appreciation Night
Ahead of their home game on Oct. 3, the Girls Varsity Soccer Team held Teacher Appreciation 
Night to thank some of the teachers who have positively impacted their education and school 
experience over the years.

The teachers who were chosen to be honored during Teacher Appreciation Night were invited 
to be there before the game began, and each of their names were announced individually. As 
they were announced, the teachers were escorted across the field by the athlete or athletes who 
chose to honor them, and a letter was read explaining why they were chosen to be there and 
the positive impact they had on the student athlete’s academics. 

The teachers who were chosen ranged from elementary teachers to high school teachers, 
showing that educators of every grade level can make a lasting impact on students’ lives.

The teachers who were honored at Teacher Appreciation Night, and the student athletes who 
chose them, included:

Thank you to all of the teachers who took the time to participate in Teacher Appreciation Night, 
and thank you for the positive impact you’ve had on our student athletes! 

Mrs. Alder (Natalie Little)
Mr. Bostic (Madison Keida, Madison Wisheart)
Mrs. Bunal (Tara Williams, Lindsay DePietro)
Mrs. Coriale (Meredith Dicks)
Mrs. Gallagher (Riley Davis)
Mr. Haggas (Parker Lahey)
Mr. Hamilton (Ariana DellaPosta)
Mrs. Lindsey Herthum (Ryann DePerno)
Mrs. Lorie Herthum (Grace Stuhlman, Katie Sherline)
Mrs. Hoffman (Peyton Steates)

Mr. Marscher (Sophia Mull)
Mrs. Morgan (Abbey Gerling)
Mrs. Morris (Alyssa DellaPosta)
Mr. Powers (Hannah McCarthy)
Mrs. Skermont (Nora Vick)
Mrs. Tucci (Cami Witchley, 
Gabi Hughes)
Mrs. Wadnola (Elise Skermont)
Mrs. Yardley (Ashley Williams)

Homecoming Football Game
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The Whitesboro Central School District Board of Education 
meets at 7:00 p.m., unless noted otherwise. Meetings are 
held at the Administration Building at 65 Oriskany Blvd. in 
Whitesboro, or at one of the school buildings in the District. 
Please see meeting schedule below or visit www.wboro.
org/boemeeting for the complete meeting schedule.


